Among the Dravidian populations of the four southern states of India, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu, consanguineous marriages are strongly favoured. 1-4 The actual levels of consanguinity observed vary considerably,5 6 example, from 4-5 to 61-3% de,pending on factors such as religion,7 8 caste,9 i and socioeconomic status," 12 but generally inbreeding is most common in the more traditional, rural communities.4 6 In contrast to some inbreeding isolates reported from other parts of the world, consanguinity in South India does not result from a shortage of potential marital partners. At the last Census of India conducted in 1981, the combined population of the four southern states exceeded 164 millions, and consanguineous marriages are also common in the contiguous portion of Maharashtra. '3 While inbreeding at this level might reasonably be expected to result in large numbers of infant and childhood disorders due to the expression of rare single lethal and sub-lethal recessives or polygenic combinations of rare recessives, it has been proposed that the long term practice of inbreeding would have led to a marked reduction in the number of deleterious genes in the gene pool. ' Nevertheless, the study confirms that many genetic disorders do exist in the Karnatakan population. Therefore, the conclusion which must be drawn is that as environmental causes of childhood morbidity and mortality decline in the region, so the proportion of diseases with an exclusive or partial genetic aetiology will increase, a phenomenon previously described in the United Kingdom.33 34 The authors gratefully acknowledge the cooperation of clinicians in Bangalore and Mysore in the referral of patients, and the collaboration of Drs 
